
The involvement of Czech organizations in EU 
Framework Programmes in aeronautical
research
    The activity of Czech organizations in the EU 
Framework Programmes (FP) in Aeronautics is relatively
high, in each of the upcoming call there are number of 
applicants. The number of Czech participants in 
applications in individual calls varies between
approximately 20-60 participants. The difference in 
numbers of participants in individual calls is primarily 
due to the different focus and size of the upcoming
projects. A wide range of applicants expresses interest in 
FP projects, large industrial companies, small and 
medium enterprises, research organizations and 
universities are represented there.

   The success rate of the project proposals with Czech
participants varies greatly and is mostly below the EU 
average. Calls, where large integrated projects (ESPOSA 
and CESAR) were approved, are exceptions and the
success rate of the Czech Republic is significantly above 
the EU average. 

Obtained funding from the EU FP
    Czech organizations usually receive approximately 1-2 
million euro per call of FP as EC subsidy. The importance 
of the submission and coordination of own large 
integrated projects is shown in the following figure. In 
these two calls, the amount of granted funds reached the 
septuple of the current period and converting it to Czech
crowns, it makes hundreds of millions. Such amounts are
of course already very significant in terms of funding
research and development activities of Czech entities
involved in aviation. 

It is not just about money
    FP projects are primarily for solving complex research
or technical problems at an international level, when
sufficient know-how and capacity is associated to address 
them. New know-how may not always be the effect for 
the participant of the project, he may also gain by 
cooperating with other partners of the project consortium, 
i.e. access to existing knowledge (background).
   The importance of the Framework Programmes for
Czech organization is in helping the advancement of the
international cooperation in research and development
and they often establish valuable international contacts.
Many organizations that have successfully participated in 
the FPs, can confirm the strong visibility of their activities
in the European Research Area. They showed their skills 
and built their reputation as reliable partners through
specific projects. For research organizations but also for 
the industry, FP projects allow comparison of
professional and technological levels with leading EU 
research institutions as well as with key players of the 
European aviation industry.
   In a certain way, international projects educate, because 
everyone who participates in them must communicate in 
English and comes into contact with the actual project 
management. Finally, the participation of Czech entities
helps to return funds paid by the Czech state as
participation fees into the economy of the CR.
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The article is about the participation of Czech organizations in FP6 and FP7 and about the importance of the
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